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Dear Mr. Jorgenson: Date Dedassifyon Reason 

I am writing to you to express concern over 
the fate of an Argentine political prisoner, Mr. 

Crisanto Ripodas. Mr. Ripodas was arrested in 
October, 1974 for alleged "illicit associations" 
and remains in an Argentine prison, Unidad Carcelaria 
de Rawson, to this date. 

In January of 1975, Judge Guillermo E. Mendoza 
initiated preliminary hearings on the case, but it 
was not until April of 1979 that a defense lawyer 
was permitted to represent Mr. Ripodas. The lawyer, 

Dr. Diez.flew to the prison to meet with his client 
only to be rudely turned away by the authorities. 

It is known that during this period the prisoner 
was in and out of solitary confinement, allegedly 
for "adhering to his Marxist principles and attempting 
to indoctrinate his fellow prisoners." 

In December of 1979 he was finally tried and 
convicted, receiving the maximum penalty for the 
charge, seven years. Those years will have been 
served by this coming October. However, it is 
feared that he will not be released and that under 
PEN he will continue to be held. 

Any information which the State Department has 
concerning the situation of this case. would be 
very much appreciated. We are seriously concerned 
about the status of this case, as it seems to contain 
elements that lead one to the conclusion that justice 
has not been well served in this instance. 
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